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Communication Forms and Functions Worksheet 
Student:  
Form completed by: 
Date completed:  
Communication forms are the behaviors we use to communicate. (the “how”) 
Communication functions are the reasons we communication. (the “why”) 
 Communication partners are the people we communicate with. (the “who”)  
Communication contexts are the places where we communicate. (the “where”) 
Communication opportunities are the times when we have the chance to communicate. (the “when”) 
Communication messages are the meanings in what people communicate. (the “what”) 
 

Co
m
m
. 

Fu
nc

ti
on

 Examples What student says/does: 
Please include information about partners, forms, 
contexts, messages, and opportunities.  

What student says/does IN WALKER or 
OTHER POSITIONING DEVICES, if 

different 

Pr
ot

es
t 

Needs to 
participate in 
activity & 
doesn’t want to, 
doesn’t want 
offered item 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Re
fu

se
, R

ej
ec

t 
 

Offer him 
something he 
doesn’t like 
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 Examples What student says/does: 
Please include information about partners, forms, 
contexts, messages, and opportunities.  

What student says/does IN WALKER or 
OTHER POSITIONING DEVICES, if 

different 

Re
qu

es
t 

m
or

e 
of

 a
n 

ac
ti

on
 

When engaged 
in a favorite 
game/ action 
routine/ playing 
you each take 
several turns & 
then stop & 
wait 
expectantly. 

  

Re
qu

es
t 

a 
ne

w 
ac

ti
on

 

Is bored or 
tired with 
something he is 
doing, he wants 
to do something 
else.  

  

Re
qu

es
t 

m
or

e 
of

 
an

 o
bj

ec
t 

Likes what he is 
eating, wants 
another one. 
Likes the toys 
he is being 
offered, wants 
another one. 

  

Co
m

m
un

ic
at

es
 a

 
ch

oi
ce

 b
et

we
en

 
2 

or
 m

or
e 

op
ti

on
s 

When offered 
two or more 
options, he 
communicates 
his choice. 
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m
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 Examples What student says/does: 
Please include information about partners, forms, 
contexts, messages, and opportunities.  

What student says/does IN WALKER or 
OTHER POSITIONING DEVICES, if 

different 

Re
qu

es
t 

ne
w 

ob
je

ct
 

Wants object 
out of reach or 
out of sight. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Re
qu

es
t 

ab
se

nt
 

ob
je

ct
  

Wants object 
in other room, 
out of 
sight/hearing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Re
qu

es
t 

at
te

nt
io

n 

He wants to get 
someone’s 
attention 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sh
ow

 a
ff

ec
ti

on
 

Hugs, kisses, 
pat on back, 
just because. 
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 Examples What student says/does: 
Please include information about partners, forms, 
contexts, messages, and opportunities.  

What student says/does IN WALKER or 
OTHER POSITIONING DEVICES, if 

different 

Gr
ee

ts
 P

eo
pl

e 

A familiar 
person arrives 
or is leaving 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-    

O
ff

er
s,

 S
ha

re
s 

Wants to point 
out something 
he likes to 
another person.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

D
ir

ec
ts

 y
ou

r 
A

tt
en

ti
on

 

Sees an 
interesting 
person or 
object, action; 
or needs help 
with task 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Po
lit

e 
so

ci
al

 
fo

rm
s 

Ask permission, 
child wants to 
go outside 
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Co
m
m
. 

Fu
nc

ti
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 Examples What student says/does: 
Please include information about partners, forms, 
contexts, messages, and opportunities.  

What student says/does IN WALKER or 
OTHER POSITIONING DEVICES, if 

different 

A
ns

we
rs

 y
es

/n
o 

qu
es

ti
on

s 

Ask him if he 
wants a 
favorite food. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A
sk

 Q
ue

st
io

ns
 

Child sees 
something or 
someone new 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

N
am

es
 T

hi
ng

s/
 

Pe
op

le
 

Says the name 
of people, 
things, places.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

M
ak

es
 C

om
m

en
ts

 Sees an 
interesting 
person or 
object, action 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


